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freedom courageously risked their lives in 
search of greater opportunity. That spirit 
of optimism and courage still beckons peo-
ple across the world who want to come 
here. And that spirit of optimism and cour-
age must guide those of us fortunate 
enough to live here. 

Courage and optimism led the pas-
sengers on Flight 93 to rush their mur-
derers to save lives on the ground—led by 
a young man whose last known words were 
the Lord’s Prayer and ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ He 
didn’t know he had signed on for heroism 
when he boarded the plane that day. Some 
of our greatest moments have been acts 
of courage for which no one could have 
ever prepared. 

We will always remember the words of 
that brave man, expressing the spirit of a 
great country. We will never forget all we 
have lost and all we are fighting for. Ours 
is the cause of freedom. We’ve defeated 

freedom enemies before, and we will defeat 
them again. 

We cannot know every turn this battle 
will take. Yet we know our cause is just 
and our ultimate victory is assured. We will, 
no doubt, face new challenges. But we have 
our marching orders: My fellow Americans, 
‘‘Let’s roll.’’

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:03 p.m. at 
the World Congress Center. In his address, 
he referred to Kathy Nguyen, a New York 
City hospital worker who died October 31 
of inhalation anthrax; and Todd Beamer, a 
passenger aboard United Airlines Flight 93 
when it was hijacked and crashed in Som-
erset, PA, on September 11. The Office of 
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish 
language transcript of these remarks. The 
Executive order of November 9 establishing 
the Presidential Task Force on Citizen Pre-
paredness in the War on Terrorism is listed 
in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Message to the Congress Transmitting Reports of the Department of 
Transportation 
November 8, 2001

To the Congress of the United States: 
I transmit herewith the Department of 

Transportation’s Calendar Year 1999 re-
ports on Activities Under the National Traf-
fic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1966, 
the Highway Safety Act of 1966, and the 
Motor Vehicle Information and Cost Sav-
ings Act of 1972. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 

November 8, 2001. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 9.
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